SELECTBOARD MEETING
MINUTES
August 8, 2022
I. OPEN MEETING – The August 8, 2022, Selectboard meeting was opened by Chairman Haven Haynes, Jr. at 6:00 PM. Those present:  Haven Haynes, Jr., Mark Bullard, Alfred Buckley, Noreen Labrecque, Richard Thibeault and Zachary Brown
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – On a motion by Al and seconded by Mark the July 25th, 2022, Selectboard meeting minutes were approved as written. 
III. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA – Junkie Yard Letters, Request from Brian Bissonnette, Town Office Door, Rec Park request,  Resident complaint.
IV. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS –  No action
V. REPORT FROM HIGHWAY – 

1. George Masson – complaint – George Masson spoke to Noreen with regards to the obstruction of view when exiting Ethan Allen Park on to Gale Street. Richard stated that it is a problem on both sides of the street. The tree on the northern side needs to be trimmed as well as the bushes on the southern side.  The Selectboard will send notification to the property owners of the plan to remove the obstructions.  
2. Reclassifying roads – The Selectboard discussed changing Park Street to a One-Way Street from Gale Street to VT RTE 102.  No action taken at this time. 
3. Richard said that Joe Daley was waiting to hear from the Selectboard with regards to his proposal of a one-year contract for plowing Todd Hill for the 2022-2023 winter season.  Richard will let Joe know they accept the one-year proposal, and he can send a contract to the Board. 
4. Zach Brown spoke on behalf of the Rec Park Committee requesting that Richard and Brian view the problem with the walking path. Since the resurfacing, Donald Labrecque who mows the Rec Park reported to the Committee that it is difficult mowing next to the path and the height could be a hazard for pedestrians using the path.  Richard said he and Brian will check it out and see if some gravel and loam can be brought in and fix the problem areas. 
VI. REPORT FROM WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – 
1. Delinquent Septage – Noreen presented the Selectboard will a list of Delinquent Septage bills, some who have not paid since the implementation of the yearly $50 charge.  The Selectboard agreed  to contacting the Town Attorney with regards to holding a Tax Sale on these accounts. 
VII.  SOLID WASTE – 
1. Refrigerators – Al Buckley spoke to the Town of Columbia and Stewarstown with regards to  disposal of refrigerator, freezers, and air conditioners at their facility in Stewartstown.  Both boards agreed to allow this.  The Canaan residents will be given a slip from our Transfer Station attendant to bring to the Stewartstown facility and they will pay a fee of $25.00 for the disposal to the Stewartstown facility operator.  Each resident will be allowed two units per year at the $25.00 per appliance.  If more than two units per household are brought within that year,  the cost for the extra appliances will be $50.00 for disposal.  On a motion by Mark and seconded by Al the Selectboard approved the above stipulations for the disposal of Refrigerated appliances.  Motion carried in the affirmative. A formal policy will be written up for the next Selectboard meeting. 
VIII.  NEW BUSINESS –

1. VT Elect letter – Board reviewed no action taken
2. Office closed August 15, 2022 – info only. 
3. Larry Labor response – Haven received word from Larry Labor with regards to the concerns that were expressed at the last meeting.  
4. Property Tax Bills – Noreen informed the board that Tax Bill have been distributed and received.  
5. Wood from Park Trees – Richard brought the wood to the Stump Dump to clear the park for the Sugar Social last Friday.  
IX. OLD BUSINESS – 
1. Haven distributed the “Junkie Yard” letters he composed, and the board discussed.  The Selectboard will have the Essex County Sheriff’s Dept. deliver the letters. 
X. OTHER BUSINESS – 
1. The Selectboard refused the bereavement request for time off from Brian as it does not meet the Personnel Policy the town has in place. He will need to use vacation or personal time. 
2. Noreen reported a complaint from a resident in Ethan Allen Park regarding property line issues.  Mark will speak to the resident. 
3. Al was informed of a divot in Fletcher Park which is a tripping hazard so will have Richard fix it. 

4. The newly trimmed trees in Fletcher Park were discussed. The board will consult with the Town’s Tree Warden about this. 
XI. Executive Session – Motion was made by Al and seconded by Mark to enter Executive Session at 7:10PM to discuss salaries and benefits. Motion was made by Al and seconded by Mark to exit Executive Session at 7:22PM.  Motion was made by Al and seconded by Mark to  increase Zachary Brown’s salary by $2.00 per hour effective with the next payroll. Motion was unanimously carried in the affirmative by the Selectboard. 
XII. SORT MAIL/SIGN WARRANT - $61,931.24 reviewed and executed by the entire board. 
XIII. ADJOURN MEETING – Chairman Haven Haynes, Jr motioned to adjourn the August 8, 2022, Selectboard meeting at 7:40PM. 
