SELECTBOARD MEETING

MINUTES
September 29, 2025

I. OPEN MEETING—Chairman Daley called the September 29, 2025, meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  Those present included Michael Daley, Dillon Begin, Alfred Buckley, Richard Thibeault, and Zachary Brown.  Jonathan Benoit joined in person.  Another member of the public joined via zoom with the nomenclature owner’s iPhone.  They did not participate in the meeting. 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The September 15, 2025, meeting minutes were distributed and reviewed by board members before and at the meeting.  Al made a motion to approve September 15, 2025, meeting minutes as written, and Dillon seconded.   Chairman Daley asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.   The motion passed in the affirmative. 
III. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO AGENDA—Richard added one item to the agenda, that was dealt with immediately.  Richard asked the board to add a discussion item of the Canaan Border Riders shed on at the Town Garage.  The board was fine with the addition.  Mike asked Richard what was going on with it.  Richard explained that the building was in rough shape and had sunken into the ground after it came off from its blocks.  Richard, if someone could speak to Dan Johnson to get this taken care of.  Mike said he would speak with him.  No further discussion was had.  
IV. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT –  
a. Jonathan Benoit – Requested Errors and Omissions for SPAN #126-039-10514 – Zach distributed materials to the selectboard.  Jonathan begun the discussion by verbally asking the Selectboard to approve his request for an errors and omissions correction and certificate to be approved.  Mr. Benoit went through his request and summarized the alleged errors.  A lengthy discussion was held on the matter.  The board discussed his request with Zach and Mr. Benoit.  The board felt that they should consult with their attorney and the listers before moving forward.  Chairman Daley told Mr. Benoit that he would be in communication with both parties and would let him know what came from the discussion.  Mr. Benoit requested that the decision of the board be made in writing, the board agreed to comply with the request.  
V. REPORT FROM HIGHWAY – 
a. Assistant Highway/Sewer Personnel Changes/New Hire – Zach and Richard informed the board that Zeb Brigham turned down the offer of employment.  Immediately after they heard this, Zach had Jason reach out to Jay Wasylyna, who accepted the position.  Jay’s first day will be October 1st. 
b. Q3 Highway Budget Review – Zach distributed the third quarter budget to date.  The board will review and discuss it at their next meeting.  
c. New Mower – A lengthy discussion was had on the need and purchase of a new mower.  Jason has done some research and found a few options for a new mower.  The one he recommends was a 72-inch Husqvarna commercial zero turn mower, from DTM.  This mower with a 20% discount would cost $14,719.  Zach told the board that this could be absorbed into the budget by charging all of the various line items allocated for mowing in 2025.  He then told the board these numbers could be cut from the budget in 2026, leaving only a few thousand in highway’s budget for repairs and maintenance. The board would like Jason to find a few more quotes from the dealers in Newport.  No action was taken. 
d.  Liquid Chlorine – Richard gave a brief overview on the work Jason has been doing to find an alternative to their current practices to spread chloride.  Jason has been researching the use of liquid chloride, which is an ongoing shift for many other municipalities.  The board would like Jason to update them when he has more information. 
e. Engineering Grant Agreement – Zach told the board that VTrans was a bit behind in their grant paperwork for the grant to fund the engineering work for the replacement of the culvert at the intersection of Canaan Hill Road and Fund Road.  Zach presented the agreement to the board, noting that nothing was in it that was not already discussed and approved earlier.  However, Zach said a new motion would have to be made to approve the agreement.  Dillon made a motion to approve the grant agreement as written.  Al seconded the motion. Chairman Daley asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.   The motion passed in the affirmative. Chairman Daley signed the agreement. 
f. Highway Tasks – Richard reported to the board that the graveling project was going well.  He told the board that the sand pile would be done soon.  A question was raised if the trucks would be serviced before winter.  Richard told the board that they would when the winter tires were attached. 
VI. REPORT FROM WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT – 

a. Assistant Highway/Sewer Personnel Changes/New Hire – See Executive Session. 
b. Q3 Sewer Budget Review – Zach distributed the third quarter budget to date.  The board will review and discuss it at their next meeting. 
c. Joint Sewer Commissioners Meeting – October 14, 2025, at 5:30 P.M. – Stewartstown Office – Zach reminded the board of their upcoming joint meeting with Stewartstown.  He reminded the board that they would need to set up an inspection, the morning of the meeting.  Dillon and Mike will try and arrange this with the Stewartstown board. 
VII. SOLID WASTE – 
a. Solid Waste Implementation Plan 2025 – Public Hearing #2 –  Zach told the board that tonight would serve as the second and potential final public hearing for the plan and the.  He stated that if no changes were made and no complaints were lodged by voting members of Canaan, the plan could be adopted and sent back to Vermont ANR for final approval tonight.  No complaints were lodged and as such the board closed the hearing.  Al made a motion to approve the Solid Waste Implementation Plan of 2025 as written.  Dillon seconded the motion.  Chairman Daley asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.   The motion passed in the affirmative.  Chairman Daley signed the plan.  Zach will let ANR know. 
b. HHW Recap and Transportation – Zach said they went well.  He distributed an estimate for the materials to be transported to an outside facility.  The board reviewed the estimate for a total of $4,056.50.  Al made motion to accept the estimate for no more than $4,100.  Dillon seconded the motion.  Chairman Daley asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.   The motion passed in the affirmative.  Chairman Daley signed the estimate.  Zach will let Republic Services know. 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS – 
a. 2025 Town Officer Appointments – The board reviewed the upcoming appointments. No new appointments were made. 
b. Abatement Hearing Request for SPAN #126-039-10514 –  Zach distributed the abatement request from Mr. Benoit.  He let the board know that he has been trying to get a quorum of the board of abatement.  He said this can be hard as it is such a large group.  He was hoping for either October 15 or 16.  He let Mr. Benoit know that once he has a date, he will let him know when it will be. 

c. Town Office Garden –  Zach said Connie Morze has been cleaning out the garden at the Town Office, out by the road.  She said she would like to plant bulbs there but would need the ground tilled as it is quite mated from the immense amounts of golden rod planted there.  Al said he would use his rototiller to till the ground. 

d. Halloween Official Trick or Treat Time – Zach told the board that an old Vermont tradition is to have the board vote on the official time for trick or treating in town.  Zach said that for quite a few years now the board has been voting to have it on October 31st from 16:00 to 18:00.  Al made said motion.  Dillon seconded the motion.  Chairman Daley asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.   The motion passed in the affirmative.  
e. Dog Issue on East Street – New Correspondence – Zach distributed the letter he received from Susan Lepine, regarding the ongoing dog issue on East Street.  The board reviewed the letter.  Mike said he would speak with the perpetrator and if nothing is solved Al would pay him a visit as the health officer. 
f. 2025 Tax and Septage Deadline and Updates – Zach reminded the board that taxes would be coming due on October 1st, with the end of the grace period October 8th.  He told the board he would have a more rotund report by the next meeting. 
g. 2024 Tax Sale Updates –  Zach told the board that the deeds for two of the tax sale properties were completed and the 2024 tax sales are now closed.  Two properties were not redeemed. 
h. Boston Post Cane Presentation – October 11, 2025 – Zach gave an update to the board about the presentation of the Boston Post cane. 
i. Q3 General Budget Review – Zach distributed the third quarter budget to date.  The board will review and discuss it at their next meeting.
j. South Canaan Cemetery Fence Questions – Zach told the board that he had received a lot of questions regarding the state of the cemetery fence project. Al told the board that he is unsure if more grant funds will be available for the project.  Al believes the remainder of the bill will have to be paid with tax dollars.  He told the board that he will be asking David Hodge for another year to pay off the amount.  Mike and Dillon raised concerns that tax payers would not want to pay for the remainder of the fence and the fact that the project was never voted on at a board meeting.  The board agreed it would have to go on the warrant as another warned article. 
k. ATV Complaint – Zach distributed emails regarding ongoing ATV complaints.  Mike will take with the Metallak Club president. 
IX. OLD BUSINESS – 
a. 2025 Junky Yards –No action taken. 
b. Fletcher Park Updates – 
i. Christmas Tree – The board will hold off the transplanting of this tree, until the spring.  
ii. Park Electric – Mike talked with Bob Lee about the fact the project to replace the electrical box at the park would have to wait until next year.  Bob offered to pay for the repairs.  The board thought it would be fine to have the project done if Bob would be willing to pay for it. 
iii. Tree Concerns – Bob Lee told Zach and Al that he was concerned about the dying trees in the park.  He would like these to be dealt with, so they do not damage his house or anyone else’s property.  Mike will speak to Vern about these concerns. 
X. EXECUTIVE SESSION – 

a. Personnel – 1 V.S.A. § 313 (A) 4 – A motion was made by Al to enter into an executive session under 1 V.S.A. § 313 (A) 4 at 7:17 P.M. to discuss personnel matters.  Dillon seconded the motion. Chairman Daley asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.   The motion passed in the affirmative.  The board entered into executive session at 7:17 P.M.  Zach was invited to stay. A motion was made by Al to exit an executive session at 7:30 P.M. Dillon seconded the motion. Chairman Daley asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.   The motion passed in the affirmative.  The board exited the executive session at 7:30 P.M. No action was taken. 
XI. SORT MAIL/SIGN WARRANT—The board signed and executed Warrant 20-25 for $88,530.54.
XII. ADJOURN MEETING—Dillon motioned for the meeting to be adjourned, and Al seconded.  Chairman Daley asked if there was further discussion; seeing none, he called for a vote.   The motion passed unanimously in the affirmative. Chairman Daley adjourned the September 29, 2025 meeting at 7:35 P.M.  
